[Preoperative evaluation in thyroplasty: the laryngeal lateral compression].
Thyroplasty type I has provided significant improvement to the treatment of patients with glottal incompetence. It is essential that patients be preoperatively evaluated using objective criteria. Laryngeal manual compression test are manipulations of the thyroid and cricoid cartilages that result in modifications of the position of the vocal folds. The most valuable laryngeal manual compression test for patients with glottal insufficiency is the lateral compression test. When this test results in a preoperative improvement in voice suggest that surgery will be successful. In this paper we present the objective evaluation of the effects of lateral compression test upon glottic incompetence by means of narrow band power spectrum analysis.